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letters as admiring allusions to her pretty dimpled hands, or playful jokes about her droll French pronunciation. Her miniature by Daffinger,* taken in the prime of her beauty, gives an idea of great energy, strength of will, and intelligence. She is dark, with a decided mouth, and rather thick lips as red as a child's. Her hair is black, and is plainly braided at each side of her forehead; her eyes are dark and profound, though with the vague look of short sight ; and her arms and shoulders are beautiful. Altogether she is a handsome woman, though there are indications of that tendency to embonpoint about which she was always troubled, and which Balzac, with his usual love of prescribing for his friends, advised her to combat by daily exercise.
However, in the spring of 1832, the time which we are considering, Madame Hanska was not even a name to Balzac ; she was merely " L'Etrangere," an unknown woman who might be pretty or ugly, young or old ; but who at any rate possessed the knack—or perhaps the author of "Seraphita" or of " Louis Lambert" would have said the power by transmutation of thought and sympathy—of interesting him in the highest degree.
In June, with the hope that absence would loosen the bonds of affection which united him and Madame de Berny, and with an arrive pemee about another charming personality whom he might meet on his travels, Balzac left Paris for
* In the possession of the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
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